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1 Subcontractor can be referred as an “Agent” or the Contractor of an Agent 
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2 Breakbulk agent refers to a delivery agent in sea air and multimodal transport.  
3 Delivery order is the document required to release cargo from the terminal. 
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4 The last mile refers to the short geographical distance that must be spanned to provide services to end-user customers. 
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5 Principal/declarant is the party responsible for customs debt along a truck’s journey and is the party that enters the Transit 
Transport Customs Declaration.  
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6 The ATA Carnet, often referred to as the "Passport for goods", is an international customs document that permits the tax-free 
and duty-free temporary export and import of nonperishable goods for up to one year. 
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7 Business to business is a transaction that is conducted between companies. 
8 Business to consumer is a transaction that is conducted between a company and individual. 
9 Direct to consumers is a marketing strategy of a product owner deals directly with individual consumers. 
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10 MSDS – material safety data sheet or in other word is called as SDS – Safety Data Sheet 
11 Equipment interchange receipt is a form generated every time a container goes from one interchange point to another. 
Interchange points are at terminals, container yards or at any intermodal interchange point. 
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12 Details of the type of sea transport document are given in chapter 2 
13 Appears in some rules such as the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Multimodal Transport 2005 
 



12 

 

 
14 Appears in several rules and conventions. 
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15 International Commercial Terms by ICC (International Chamber of Commerce) 
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16 Break bulk is the process of unpacking the container and then sorting the goods for each individual consignee to make it 
ready for delivery at the container freight station. 
17 These shipping terms are elaborated in chapter 3 



20 

 

 



21 

 

 
18 High cube container is 9’6” height container and the general container is 20’ x 8’ x 8’ or 40’ x 8’ x 8’. 
19  A flexitank, also known as a flexi bag, fits into a 20’ container for the carriage of liquid cargoes. 
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20 Rollover: A container fails to get loaded onto its scheduled vessel and is accommodated on a subsequent ship with 
following reasons but not limited to: a) Overbooking of cargo by the carrier, b) Vessel skipping the port of loading, c) 
Mechanical problems with vessel, d) Container exceeding the weight limit for a carrier, e) Incorrect documentation f) 
Customs dispute etc.  
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21 In case of shipping line, the marine or ocean bill of lading is issued. 
22 The consignee must sign his name and rubber stamp the back of the bill of lading. Several endorsements can be added 
according to string sales in Incoterms. 
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23 Global customer refers to a large or multinational company that has a very large volume of goods produced in plants in every 
corner of the world. These companies have high bargaining power against shipping lines and mostly use shipping lines rather 
than NVOCCs.  Sometime is known as “global account”.  
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24 Revenue ton or freight ton is the method of calculation whichever is greater between the dimension and the weight of the 
goods. (1x1x1 meter equals to 1 cubic meter = 1 metric ton)  
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25 Special drawing rights are supplementary foreign exchange reserve assets defined and maintained by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). They are units of account for IMF, and not a currency per se. and represent a claim to currency held by 
member countries IMF for which they may be exchanged.  
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26  As defined in: European Union, European Conference of Ministers of Transport (ECMT) and the Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE) (2000), Terminology in Combined Transport ( United Nations publication, Sales No. GV.E/F/G/R.01.0.20).  
27 A freight forwarder that who acts as a principal/carrier is an NVOCC and when a NVOCC performs the consolidation, is known 
as a consolidator. 
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28 A tally sheet is the document issued by the tallyman at the CFS in which the number of quantity and condition of the goods 
stuffed into the container, are recorded. The tallyman may be an employee of the CFS used by the shipping lines or an 
employee of the consolidator. 
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29 Cross docking is a logistics procedure in which products from a supplier or manufacturing plant in domestics or from overseas 
are distributed directly to a customer or retail chain with marginal to no handling or storage time. 
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30 A vessel sharing agreement is concluded between various container shipping lines that agree to operate a liner service along 
a specified route using a specified number of vessels. It is not necessary for each of the partners to have an equal number of 
vessels. The slot for loading and discharging at the port of calls is shared among the parties. 
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31 According to the formula: one CBM equals one metric ton. 
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32 Pure Car Carriers are vessels, specially designed for the transportation of passenger cars in large quantity. This type of vessel 
can carry up to 6,000 cars, placed on the 13 decks of the vessel. 
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33 Neo-Bulk is a type of cargo that is a subcategory of general cargo, alongside the other subcategories of break-bulk cargo and 
containerized cargo. It comprises goods that are prepackaged, counted as they are loaded and unloaded (as opposed to bulk 
cargo in which individual items are not counted), not stored in containers, and transferred as units at port. Types of neo-bulk 
cargo goods include heavy machinery, lumber, bundled steel, steel coils, scrap iron, bananas, waste paper etc. 
34 TEUS – Twenty equivalent unit which means twenty- foot container. 
35 DWT – Dead weight ton 
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36 A contract of affreightment is basically a long-term agreement to carry a certain amount of cargo between two ports. The 
choice of ship and timing (within limits) is usually at the shipowner's discretion. Alternatively, the contract may specify a certain 
amount of shipping that must be completed within a specific time period. The ships to be employed need not belong to the 
shipowner, however, it is the shipowner’s responsibility to move the cargo as per the contract. 
The differences between the various types of charters revolve around the purpose of the charter, the basis for the calculation 
of freight and control of the ship.  
37 The operator can be a shipping line or NVOCC or any parties that act as a charterer. 
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38 The index provides a benchmark for the price of moving major raw materials by sea. The index is a composite of three 
subindices that measure different sizes of dry bulk carriers: cape size, which typically transport iron ore or coal cargo of 
approximately 150,000 tonnes; panamax, which usually carries coal or grain cargo weighing approximately 60,000 to 70,000 
tonnes; and supramax, which has a carrying capacity of between 48,000 and 60,000 tonnes. 
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39 Lay day is defined as the number of the days stipulated for the loading or unloading of cargo from a ship. 
40 Laytime means the period of time agreed between the parties during which the owner will make and keep the vessel 
available for loading or discharging without payment additional to the freight – BIMCO (Charter parties 2013) 
41 Weather working day means a working day of 24 consecutive hours except for any time when weather prevents the loading 
or discharging of the vessel or would have prevented it, had work been in progress. 
42 "Excepted" or "excluded" means that the days specified do not count as laytime even if loading or 
discharging is carried out on them 
"Unless used" (UU) means that if laytime has commenced but loading or discharging is carried out during expected non-working 
days, this time is counted. 
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43   t may start with or without “P”  
44 "Demurrage" means an agreed amount payable to the shipowner in respect of delay to the vessel beyond the laytime, for 
which the owner is not responsible. 
 "Despatch money" or "despatch" means an agreed amount payable by the shipowner if the vessel completes loading or 
discharging before the laytime has expired 
45 Voyage charter party laytime interpretation Rule 1993 
46 Ibid 
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47 The person who hires a ship (or several ships) in bareboat charter or in time charter is called a disponent owner. If the 
commercial operation of the ship is entrusted to a managing company, then the manager is referred to as the managing owner. 
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48 GENCON is a standard voyage charter party. It is a general-purpose agreement for the services of a ship in exchange for 
freight and can be used in a variety of trades. It is accompanied by its own bill of lading, CONGENBILL 2016. The latest edition of 
this contract is GENCON 1994. 
49 See https://www.steamshipmutual.com/publications/Articles/ConsequencesofPoorStowage1113.htm. 
 

https://www.steamshipmutual.com/publications/Articles/ConsequencesofPoorStowage1113.htm
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50 Indicated by the Intermodal Transportation and Carrier Liability European Commission, June 1999 
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(b) 

 

 

 

 
51 As defined in AFAMT: The operations of pick-up and delivery of goods carried out in the performance of a unimodal transport 
contract, as defined in such contract, shall not be considered as international multimodal transport. 
52 The Andean Community (Spanish: Comunidad Andina, CAN) is a free trade area with the objective of creating a customs 
union comprising the South American countries of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. 
53 Mercado Común del Sur – Southern Common Market. Mercosur is composed of 5 sovereign member states: Argentina; 
Brazil; Paraguay; Uruguay and Venezuela 
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54 Under Thai Law, the Thai Agent who acts on behalf of a foreign multimodal transport operator (beyond ASEAN countries) and 
concludes a multimodal transport contract is required to register. In another meaning, if a foreign multimodal transport 
operator wishes to operate multimodal transport in Thailand, it must appoint a Thai registered multimodal transport operator 
to do so. The foreign multimodal transport operator becomes a principal when a Thai multimodal transport operator uses and 
signs the bill of lading of the designated foreign multimodal transport operator for multimodal transport.  
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55 AFAMT and MT Convention: See definition of International Multimodal Transport 
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56 Mini land bridge is a system in which goods are transported to the United States via sea through ships, to the nearest port 
close to the final destination. Then the goods are transferred by road or rail to the final destination. 
57 IPI refers to the operation of mode shift from sea mode to road mode or rail mode in the West coast of the United States. 
58 All water service is one of the most cost-effective ways to ship the cargo, and also one of the most eco-friendly; however, it’s 
also one of the slowest forms of freight transportation. Using all water service, the cargo is shipped from the port of origin to its 
destination using only water routes. For example, a shipment from Shanghai, China to Newark, United States would go through 
the Panama Canal to reach its destination. 
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59 Swap body is an interchangeable unit. It is equipped with folding legs under the frame and is a standard size, which can be 
used for road and rail transport. 
 



87 

 



88 

 

 



89 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



90 

 

 

 

 

  



91 

 

• 

• 

 

 



92 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



93 

 

• 

• 

• 

 
60 Trans-shipment in a multimodal transport operation is an actual trans-shipment from one vehicle to another vehicle at the 
same place or referred at as a transit operation in which the goods are transferred from one vehicle to another vehicle where the 
place of arrival and departure is different. According to Illustrated Glossary for Transport Statistics - ITF, Eurostat, UN/ECE, fourth 
edition, Trans-shipment (sometimes also transshipment or transhipment) means the unloading of goods from one ship and 
loading it into another ship to complete a journey to a further destination, even when the cargo may have to remain ashore some 
time before it transported onward. The term can also be applied more generally to other transport modes, such as freight 
transport by road or rail or air, or any combination of them.   
 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Transport_mode
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61 AFMT, article 6(2). 
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62 Hague-Visby Rules Art. 3.4. Such a bill of lading shall be prima facie evidence of the receipt by the carrier of the goods as 
therein described in accordance with paragraph 3 (a), (b) and (c). However, proof to the contrary shall not be admissible when 
the bill of lading has been transferred to a third party acting in good faith. 
63 FIATA also provides FWB (FIATA waybill) as a non-negotiable document for its member to use for unimodal and multimodal 
transport. 
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64 Protection and indemnity or better known as P & I Clubs are a compilation of non-profit making organizations controlled by 
shipowners and operators who communally contribute to certain third-party liability risks related to their businesses, especially 
their maritime businesses. 
The clubs are managed by asset managers who administer the premiums (calls), which are contributed by the members of the 
club and claims are settled accordingly. These premiums or calls are made on a yearly basis proportionate to the claims in the 
spotlight, individual member testimony and availability of the capital reserves. 
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65 TT Club was founded in 1968, and has expanded to have more than 130 employees worldwide working in more than 20 
offices.  
 nlike general insurers, TT Club is a specialist in the field. TT stands for ‘through transport’, reflecting the door-to-door nature 
of the risks it covers. Club denotes its mutual status, with membership belonging to the members rather than shareholders. 
66 The insurance premium is based on the number of transactions or shipments available in a transport operation, including risk 
assessment of an insurance company in term of scope of operation and geography of the transportation. 
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67 The revised Kyoto Convention (RKC) is the main trade facilitation customs convention. It was developed by the World 
Customs Organization and entered into force on 3 February 2006. The Convention provides standards and recommended 
practices for modern customs procedures and techniques.  
68 500 permits are available for each ASEAN member State.  
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69 TAD is evidence of customs declaration of the transit goods shown by a barcode to be scanned by at every customs 
checkpoint in order to check the declaration and the goods with the system under the ACTS scheme. It is a document used for 
exit, transit and entrance at customs checkpoints. Only one customs declaration can be made under AFAGIT and AFAFIST at the 
origin country, and none during the journey 
 
70 ATT is very similar to AEO (authorized economic operator) but is applicable in the ASEAN Customs Transit System. Traders 
who are qualified to be Authorised Transit Traders (ATT) will be given certain privileges that include permission to start transit 
movements from their own premises at departure, and to deliver to their own premises at destination. 
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71 Backhaul is the return movement of a transport vehicle from its original destination to its original point of departure. Carriers 
can transport a full load, partial truckload or less than truck load by following the same route. 
72 A hypothetical case according to ASEAN Training Material on Multimodal Transport Operation 
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73 Trans-shipment also refers to a customs procedure under which goods are transferred under customs control from the 
importing means of transport to the exporting means of transport within the area of one customs office which is the office of 
for both importation and exportation. Source: Revised Kyoto Conventions. 
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74 Source: DHL showcase 
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75 Commonwealth of Independent States – 12 States 
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76 Blank sailing refers to as void sailing, happens when an ocean line service operator decides to cancel a call or skip a particular 
port, region, or possibly an entire leg on the scheduled route. 
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77 PwC research, 2015 
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78 UNESCAP Time/Cost – Distance Methodology 
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79 DDP term, the seller has no obligation to unload the goods at place of destination 
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80 Some parts of the project cargo can be stuffed into general-purpose dry containers. 
 
81 See chapter two. 
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82 The Air Cargo Tariff and Rules 
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83 IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations  
84 Technical Instructions for the safe transport of dangerous goods by air - International Civil Aviation Organization 
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85 Definition given by the Economic Commission for Europe: Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on 
the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals – 2009. 
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86 Source: ASEAN training material on unitization and cargo packaging 
87 Ibid 
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88  International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures No. 15 (ISPM 15) is an international phytosanitary measure developed 
by the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC). It directly addresses the need to treat wood materials of a thickness 
greater than 6mm, used to ship products between countries 
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89 Member States: Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Czech Republic; France; Germany; Hungary; Luxembourg; Moldova; Netherlands; 
Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovakia; Switzerland; and Ukraine. 
*Poland and Portugal have not yet ratified it.  
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90  FOB and FAS, the Carriers could be NVOCCs or shipping lines in general cases. 
91  Dr. Frank G.M. Smeele - Professor of Commercial Law at Erasmus University at Rotterdam. 
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92   ATA used the wording “freight forwarder” which could be referred as a multimodal transport operator or a  V CC. 
93 String sales, or the multiple sale of goods during transit, is clarified in Incoterms 2010. Specifically, FCA, CPT, CIP, FAS, FOB, 
CFR and CIF terms are amended to provide that the seller in the middle of a string sale has an obligation to "procure goods so 
delivered" and not to "ship" the goods. (applicable to Incoterms 2020) 
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94 Article 7 of ASEAN Framework Agreement on Multimodal Transport  
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95 Note: If the document is "negotiable", namely made out "to order", or to the order of a named party, or to the bearer, the 
right embodied in the document can be transferred along a chain of sale contracts by delivery, with any necessary endorsement 
of the document alone. Thus, while the goods are in the physical possession of a carrier during transit, a seller is able to pass 
possession and property in the goods to a subsequent buyer simply by passing on the negotiable document of title (string sales 
in Incoterms). 
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96 Section 824 Thailand Civil and Commercial code. 
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97 Multimodal Transport Operator is the party who has to prove. 
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98 (A)  elay in delivery occurs……. As shown in the second page before this page. 
99   T Convention did not stipulate this phrase “in the absence of evidence to the contrary”. 
100 Only available in AFAMT 
101 This appears in A A T, the   ATA bill of lading and   CTA / CC  ules, as “ efences for carriage by sea or inland 
waterways” 
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102 The multimodal transport operator is not responsible for loss, damage or delay in delivery with respect to goods carried by 
sea or inland waterways when such loss, damage or delay during such carriage has been caused by: act, neglect, or default of 
the master, mariner, pilot or the servants of the carrier in the navigation or in the management of the ship, fire, unless caused 
by the actual fault or privity of the carrier, however, always provided that whenever loss or damage has resulted from 
unseaworthiness of the ship, the multimodal transport operator can prove that due diligence has been exercised to make the 
ship seaworthy at the commencement of the voyage. 
103 AFAMT and UNCTAD/ICC rules 
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104 Maximum liability shall be limited to an amount not exceeding 920 units of account per package or other shipping unit or 
2.75 units of account per kilogram of gross weight of the goods lost or damaged, whichever is the higher according to this 
article. 
105 AFAMT and UNCTAD/ICC rules 
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106 The member States are Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. 
107 Asociacíon Latinoamericana de Integracíon (ALADI). 
108 Mercado Común del Sur 
109 Article 18 of MT Convention 
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Rules, Agreement, 
Convention, Transport 

Document 
Loss or damage 

Loss or damage 
without Sea or inland 
waterways transport 

Delay in Delivery 

 

 
110 Ibid 

Rules, Agreement, 

Convention, Transport 

Document

Loss or damage

Loss or damage without 

Sea or inland 

waterways transport 

Delay in Delivery 

MT Convention 

920 SDR per package or 

2.75 SDR per kilogram, 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 
Two and a half times 

the freight amount

UNCTAD/ICC Rules 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

AFAMT 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

FIATA Bill of Lading 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 
Twice times the freight 

payable 

Andean Community

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

ALADI

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

MERCOSUR                     

(except Argentina)

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

Argentina 

400 Argentine gold 

pesos per package, or 

10 Argentine gold pesos 

per

kilogram, whichever is 

the higher.

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

CMNI 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 
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Loss or damage 
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waterways transport 

Delay in Delivery 

Rules, Agreement, 

Convention, Transport 

Document

Loss or damage

Loss or damage without 

Sea or inland 

waterways transport 

Delay in Delivery 

MT Convention 

920 SDR per package or 

2.75 SDR per kilogram, 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 
Two and a half times 

the freight amount

UNCTAD/ICC Rules 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

AFAMT 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

FIATA Bill of Lading 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 
Twice times the freight 

payable 

Andean Community

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

8.33 SDR per package 

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

amount

ALADI

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

MERCOSUR                     

(except Argentina)

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

Argentina 

400 Argentine gold 

pesos per package, or 

10 Argentine gold pesos 

per

kilogram, whichever is 

the higher.

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 

CMNI 

666.67 SDR per package 

or 2.0 SDR per kilogram 

whichever is the higher

 Not exceeding the 

equivalent of the feight 

payable 
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111 Yusen Logistics (India) Private Ltd 
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112 The  altic and  nternational  aritime Council −  ultidoc 2016 is subject to the   CTA / CC  ules for  ultimodal Transport 
Documents 
113 Appears in the MT convention, the FIATA bill of lading, the UNCTAD/ICC Rules and AFAMT in similar context 
114 According to MT Convention article 14:  
(iii) By handing over the goods to an authority or other third party to whom, pursuant to law or regulations applicable at the 
place of delivery, the goods must be handed over. (in same context with AFAMT) 
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115 As written in AFAMT 
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116 ISPM15 is the industry standard regarding wooden pallets. The regulations state that all wooden pallets must be heat-
treated prior to use and have an ISPM15 mark to show they comply with the regulations. This proves that the wood has been 
heat-treated appropriately and is free of pest infestations. 
117 The ECA areas are also referred to as SECA (sulfur emission control areas). Carriers charge a fee to cover the costs for this 
more expensive fuel variant. 
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118 If another mode of transport is used for the second leg of a transport operation, such as inland waterways, rail or road 
transport, the cost of the transportation is applied. This is applicable only for the sea/air mode. 
 
119 FHL: Consolidation List Message (House Manifest data message) or House Waybill details 
    FWB: Air Waybill Data Message 
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120 Chargeable weight is calculated on dimension L x W x H in centimeters divided by 6,000 is the volumetric weight 
 

The cost of Door to Door SEA/AIR Service (LCL)  
Origin Country  Transit Country  Destination Country  

Transport by Land/Sea Shifting freight by Land 
Shifting from Terminal to 

Door 

Pick up and Stuffing Charge Sea freight Delivery Order fee Air freight Delivery Order fee  

Trucking or Hauler Customs Transit Charge Storage charge  

Customs Clearance fee Sea Terminal Handling Charge Amendment fee 

Service charge/Handling Charge Change Status fee (Option) Any Special handling charge  

C/O charge Agency Handling Charge Customs formality charge  

Legalisation fee Port Storage/ Demurrage Transportation charge 

CFS Stuffing Charge Shifting charge    

Port / Gate and weigh Charge  Air Terminal Charge   

Fumigation Charge (Option) Air freight charge    

Terminal Handling Charge (if any)     

Freight Charge      

Shipping Surcharge (Option)     

Transport Document fee     

Security Data Transmission fee     
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121 B/L surrender is the process of hand over a full set of Bill of Lading at the origin.  Shipper may make a surrendered B/L to the 
carrier in order to let the consignee be able to get the delivery order for cargo release without the presentation of the original 
bill of lading to the agent of the carrier.  
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122 In many countries, the NVOCC and consolidator cannot submit the house manifest. 
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Transport Division 

UNESCAP 

United Nations Building  

Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 

Bangkok, Thailand 


